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MOE AND JACK’S PLACE — THE ROUSE THEATRE    2022-23 SEASON

Whodunit? Detective Hercule Poirot is 
determined to find out in this masterpiece 
from the world’s most popular mystery 
writer.

The 2022-23 season is presented by SCHUELER GROUP and THE VONTZ FAMILY
Season Sponsor of New Work: THE ROSENTHAL FAMILY FOUNDATION

Photo of Andrew May as Hercule Poirot by Zach Rosing. The cast of A Chorus Line by ClintonBPhotography. Photo of Dimonte Henning in August Wilson’s Seven Guitars by 
Michael Brosilow. Photo of William DeMeritt as Shane by ClintonBPhotography. Photo of Vanessa Severo as Frida Kahlo by Brian Paulette. Photo of Max Alexander-Taylor by 

Michael Wharley. Photos of Sami Ma as Afong Moy and Amira Danan as Margaret by Tony Arrasmith/Arrasmith & Associates.
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ROSENTHAL SHELTERHOUSE THEATRE    2022-23 SEASON

AGATHA CHRISTIE’S 
MURDER ON THE ORIENT EXPRESS
Adapted for the stage by KEN LUDWIG

SEPT. 25 – OCT. 23, 2022
Jarson-Kaplan Theater at the Aronoff Center for the Arts

Sponsored by U.S. BANK

THE SINGULAR SENSATIONS present

A CHORUS LINE
Conceived and Originally Directed and Choreographed by MICHAEL BENNETT
Book by  JAMES KIRKWOOD and NICHOLAS DANTE
Music by MARVIN HAMLISCH
Lyrics by EDWARD KLEBAN

MARCH 11 – APRIL 14, 2023
Moe and Jack’s Place — The Rouse Theatre

Celebrate the grand opening of our 
new theatre with the sensational, Tony 
Award®-winning musical that bursts 
with artistic passion.

THE CAROL ANN AND RALPH V. HAILE, JR. FOUNDATION presents

AUGUST WILSON’S 
SEVEN GUITARS
APRIL 22 – MAY 14, 2023
Moe and Jack’s Place — The Rouse Theatre

With live blues and lyrical dialogue, August 
Wilson’s Tony Award®-winning play promises 
a soulful exploration of the ties that bind and 
the chords that hold us together.

SHANE
By KAREN ZACARÍAS

JUNE 3 – 25, 2023
Moe and Jack’s Place — The Rouse Theatre

Sponsored by JOHNSON INVESTMENT COUNSEL 
and CLARK SCHAEFER HACKETT

WORLD PREMIERE! One of the greatest 
Westerns of all time finds new life on the 
stage with a fresh perspective from acclaimed 
playwright Karen Zacarías.

FRIDA…A SELF PORTRAIT
Written and Performed by VANESSA SEVERO

OCT. 15 – NOV. 6, 2022
The Carnegie, Covington, Kentucky

Sponsored by DIGI AND MIKE SCHUELER

Iconic Mexican painter Frida Kahlo comes to life 
onstage with breathtaking physicality and raw 
honesty in this stunningly creative production.

THE LION
By BENJAMIN SCHEUER

NOV. 12 – DEC. 4, 2022
Warsaw Federal Incline Theater, Price Hill

Sponsored by CHEMED

Straight from the London stage for an exclusive 
engagement, a singer-songwriter shares 
the story of his family through heartrending 
monologues and original songs.

THE CHINESE LADY
By LLOYD SUH 

MARCH 25 – APRIL 30, 2023
Rosenthal Shelterhouse Theatre

Sponsored by OHIO NATIONAL FINANCIAL SERVICES

The Chinese Lady is a darkly poetic yet whimsical 
story about Afong Moy — thought to be the first 
Chinese woman to step foot on U.S. soil in 1834.

ORIGIN STORY
By NATHAN ALAN DAVIS

MAY 20 – JUNE 25, 2023
Rosenthal Shelterhouse Theatre

WORLD PREMIERE! With delightfully 
unexpected turns and an ensemble of 
endearing characters, Origin Story is a world 
premiere comedy about life’s biggest questions 
and the surprising ways we find the answers.



LETTER FROM OUR BOARD PRESIDENT

Dear Playhouse Family,

This year was unlike any Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park has experienced before.

As we began the season, our new building was under construction, our staff was scattered 
across three office locations, and all of the fall performances took place in three theatres 
throughout the community: Murder on the Orient Express in the Jarson-Kaplan Theater at 

the Aronoff; Frida…A Self Portrait at The Carnegie in Covington, Kentucky; and The Lion at the Warsaw Federal 
Incline Theater in East Price Hill’s Incline District. 

We were fortunate to be blessed with a very talented leadership group and staff who adapted beautifully to the 
many, many challenges as Moe and Jack’s Place – The Rouse Theatre emerged above the treetops of Eden Park. 

In early March, the theatre opened with the showstopping production of A Chorus Line. The musical played to 
sold-out crowds and was a tremendous success. In addition, we were pleased to host more than 1,000 donors 
over the course of four Welcome Home events within the first month of opening the new building. The remainder 
of the season included four additional productions: two in the Rouse Theatre, August Wilson’s Seven Guitars and 
a new adaptation of the Western Shane; and the Rosenthal Shelterhouse Theatre hosted two plays, The Chinese 
Lady and the world premiere Origin Story. Every mainstage production was sponsored and included corporate, 
foundation and individual support. 

Since we announced our intentions in 2017 to build the Mainstage Theatre Complex, many have loyally 
supported the effort to make it a reality. Now we can celebrate the collective impact this community of 
supporters has made. We exceeded our campaign goal of $49.9 million by $1,430,274. We look back at our 
efforts with great pride and look forward to a bright future that will last for decades to come. 

Thanks to the Board of Directors, donors, corporations and foundations who have supported the Playhouse in 
this effort. Because of you, this magnificent theatre is standing tall as an artistic beacon in Cincinnati and among 
national theatres. The Playhouse has always produced stellar work, but with the enhanced creative potential 
that our new home has to offer, we look forward to the art and the magic our new Playhouse will bring to us and 
the community. 

It has truly been a joy to see this new theatre become a reality. Hope to see you soon at your new Playhouse!

Sincerely,

Digi France Schueler
Board President
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LETTER FROM OUR OSBORN FAMILY
PRODUCING ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

As I reflect on this past season, I am humbled by the overwhelming 
support of our community. The opening of our new space marks 
the beginning of a new era at the Playhouse, and I am excited for 
all that’s still to come. 

In 2022-23, we rediscovered a classic with Agatha Christie’s Murder 
on the Orient Express; explored the concepts of individuality and 
self-expression with Frida…A Self-Portrait; and experienced the 
redemptive power of music with The Lion. These bold performances 
entertained audiences throughout Cincinnati and across the 
river and set the stage for our homecoming. In March, our fresh 

take on A Chorus Line opened the new facility and played to sold-out crowds for the length of its 
run. Next, we immersed ourselves in the unforgettable worlds of Afong Moy in The Chinese Lady, 
Floyd “Schoolboy” Barton in August Wilson’s Seven Guitars, Margaret in Origin Story, and the 
eponymous Shane.

Storytelling is central to shaping our cultural narrative. At the Playhouse, we aim to inspire and 
entertain, and we also challenge ourselves to confront meaningful societal issues. In doing so, 
we acknowledge our human frailties and take a communal step toward acceptance. This is the 
transformative power of the arts.

Now, with the opening of our new facility, we have the opportunity to foster the next generation 
of artists and strengthen our community through creative exchange. The Playhouse is proud to 
launch our Arts and Culture Incubator which lends space and resources to 10 local organizations. I 
am eager to elevate the work of these Cincinnati artists and see their impact on our community.

To everyone who has paved the way for the success of the new Playhouse, thank you! I am 
sincerely grateful for your generosity, your patience and your trust throughout this process. 
Together, we will use our platform to promote a culture rooted in empathy and respect, position 
Cincinnati as a leader in the arts, and benefit our region for generations. 

Welcome home!

Blake Robison
Osborn Family Producing Artistic Director



CONTINUED IMPACT – 
WHERE COMMUNITY 
MEETS CREATIVITY

ARTS PUT CINCINNATI
ON THE MAP

Cincinnati is an artistically vibrant place to call home thanks 
to the millions of dollars raised and distributed annually by 
ArtsWave. As a proud partner, the Playhouse is guided by 
ArtsWave’s Blueprint for Collective Action—a strategic plan 
designed to keep our region rich in creativity by highlighting the 
following focus areas:

ARTS DEEPEN ROOTS

ARTS BRIDGE
CULTURAL DIVIDES

ARTS ENLIVEN
NEIGHBORHOODS

38 Off the Hill performances 
took place at 37 different 
community partner spaces, 
reaching 2,850 people.

20,696 people attended our off-
site mainstage productions at the Aronoff Center for 
the Arts in the Jarson-Kaplan Theater, The Carnegie, 
and the Warsaw Federal Incline Theater.

$51.2 million was raised, marking the successful 
completion of our capital campaign.

3 outreach tour productions reached 17,477 students 
and teachers. 

8 school districts across 4 counties experienced 
Playhouse classroom workshops.

2,333 students at 4 Title I schools were immersed in 
a yearlong theatre residency.

7 mainstage shows featured the 
stories and experiences of BIPOC 
characters.

4 of this season’s productions were directed by women. 

2 of this season’s 3 Resident Artists are BIPOC. 

Our Arts & Culture Incubator partner, the United Native 
Collective, recorded 3 episodes of the Life on the Margins: 
An Urban Native Experience podcast at the Playhouse.

DuWaup’s Cincinnati Poetry Slam, another Arts & 
Culture Incubator partner, hosted 6 events at the 
Playhouse, discussing various topics including the pitfalls 
of generational gatekeeping in the Black artspace and the 
need for a more unified Black art community.

ARTS FUEL CREATIVITY 
AND LEARNING

8 professional shows on 5 stages 
entertained 67,029 audience 

members.

530 audience members attended 
17 post-show Artist Talk Backs.

Post-show discussions were held 
after every performance of The 
Chinese Lady.

1,563 people experienced 
innovative Off the Grid programming.

2 world premieres, Shane and 
Origin Story, were staged. 
Shane was co-produced 
with the Guthrie Theater in 
Minneapolis and went on to 
rave reviews.

3 new play commissions are in progress.
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NEW MAINSTAGE THEATRE COMPLEX
THE MAINSTAGE THEATRE 
COMPLEX, FEATURING MOE 
AND JACK’S PLACE – THE ROUSE 
THEATRE, IS OFFICIALLY OPEN! 
Beginning with a Ribbon Cutting the morning of 
March 13, we celebrated the completion of our capital 
campaign with community members, Playhouse staff 
and board, press, and local government officials. 
Speeches were given by Senator Catherine Ingram, who 
highlighted the economic benefits of our construction 
on the Mount Adams community, and Mayor Aftab 
Pureval, who cited the new Playhouse as a catalyst for 
an arts and cultural renaissance in our neighborhood. Photo by Tony Arrasmith/Arrasmith & Associates.

MAJOR CAPITAL CAMPAIGN SUPPORT PROVIDED BY:

MOE AND 
JACK ROUSE

THE ROSENTHAL 
FAMILY 

FOUNDATION

THE ROBERT AND 
ADELE SCHIFF FAMILY 

FOUNDATION

DIGI AND MIKE 
SCHUELER

THE TAFT 
FAMILY

THE HAROLD C. 
SCHOTT FOUNDATION

BARBARA 
M. WEYAND

SUSAN 
FRIEDLANDER

CRAIG AND 
ANNE MAIER

ROBERT AND
DELL ANNE 

SATHE

ELLEN AND RAY
VAN DER HORST

SUSAN AND DON
ZAUNBRECHER

FIFTH THIRD 
FOUNDATION

THE LEMMERMAN 
FAMILY

MARGARET AND 
ALBERT VONTZ III

LKC 
FOUNDATION

CITY OF 
CINCINNATI

That evening, the Playhouse reopened in style with a gala to thank our major donors. Cocktails, hors d’oeuvres and a light supper 
were served. The program featured a performance by Broadway legend and original A Chorus Line star Donna McKechnie, as well as 
a video sharing insights and heartfelt sentiments from lead donors and longtime Playhouse supporters Moe and Jack Rouse, Richard 
and Jennie Rosenthal, and Digi and Mike Schueler.

Thursday, March 16, was the opening night of A Chorus Line, the first production in our state-of-the-art Rouse Theatre. The sold-out 
performance was preceded by a reception for board members and production sponsors and followed by a cast party with festivities 
that included music and dancing, drinks and a catered buffet.

Our Toasts and Tours event, which took place on April 3, further honored our capital campaign donors. After a cocktail hour with 
passed hors d’oeuvres, attendees had the opportunity to tour the entirety of our new facility, gaining insider access to artists’ spaces 
and behind-the-scenes looks at how the Playhouse operates.

The Grand Opening events culminated in a Community Open House on May 13, where all campaign donors and community 
members were invited to tour our new complex. Attractions included the dedication of our new Walk of Fame, food and beverage 
trucks, performances by our Arts & Culture Incubator partners and raffles for free tickets and other prizes.
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Mayor Aftab Pureval with Blake Robison at the ribbon
cutting with other city and state officials.

Actor Pam Myers at the Walk of Fame dedication.

Jack Rouse, Managing Director Abby Marcus, Osborn Family Producing Artistic Director Blake Robison, 
Moe Rouse and Board Chair Ellen van der Horst at the ribbon cutting with staff and Board members.

Moe and Jack Rouse at the major donor gala.

Blake Robison welcomes the audience to opening night.Kitty, Richard and Jennie Rosenthal with Board President Digi Schueler.Senator Catherine Ingram at the ribbon cutting.

The cast and creative team of A Chorus Line at the 
opening night cast party.

Arts & Culture Incubator partners at the 
community open house.

Blake Robison shows the donor wall to a guest at 
the Toast and Tours event.

All photos on page 7 by Mikki Schaffner.



8

OFF-SITE 
PRODUCTIONS
As construction of our mainstage theatre complex neared 
completion in the fall, we were thrilled to perform three 
plays off-site. Thanks to our friends at the Aronoff Center 
for the Arts, The Carnegie and the Warsaw Federal Incline 
Theater, our productions of Murder on the Orient Express, 
Frida…A Self-Portrait and The Lion were a rousing success!

Agatha Christie wrote Murder on 
the Orient Express in 1934, and the 
story, anchored by beloved detective 
Hercule Poirot, continued to wow and 
surprise us. Under Risa Brainin’s careful 
direction of Ken Ludwig’s script, this 
show was ambitious in design, fast-
paced in performance, and true to its 
masterful source material.

Frida...A Self Portrait is a one-woman 
show that pays homage to the iconic 
Mexican painter Frida Kahlo, who was 
as bold in her brushstrokes as she was 
in life. Directed by our own Associate 
Artistic Director Joanie Schultz, this 
production was written and performed 
by Vanessa Severo, whose powerful 
connections with the artist made 
for a stunning and truly memorable 
production.

Our co-production of The Lion with 
Arizona Theatre Company first came 
together at Southwark Playhouse in 
London last spring and summer. A solo 
musical performed by Max Alexander-
Taylor, it tells an emotionally stirring 
tale about love, loss, and family 
through original, modern folk music.

Vanessa Severo in Frida...A Self Portrait.

Max Alexander-Taylor in The Lion.

Katie Bradley, Andrew May and Taha Mandviwala in Agatha 
Christie’s Murder on the Orient Express.

The cast of Agatha Christie’s Murder on the Orient Express.
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The Singular Sensations present

A CHORUS LINE
A Chorus Line bursts with artistic energy as a love letter to 
theatre itself. As the first show staged in Moe and Jack’s 
Place – The Rouse Theatre, this Tony Award®- and Pulitzer 
Prize-winning show ushered our community into a new 
theatrical era.

A Chorus Line follows 17 dancers who are competing for 
a role on Broadway. Through heartfelt monologues and 
musical numbers, they reveal their remarkable journeys to 
the stage. Our fresh take on the musical was directed by 
our own Osborn Family Producing Artistic Director Blake 
Robison and featured new choreography by Alex Sanchez. 
A Chorus Line reflects an authentic love for the art form that 
feels timeless — that’s part of what makes it so beloved, no 
matter the generation of the audience.

THANK YOU TO THE SINGULAR SENSATIONS!
With a cast of 26 performers and a 12-person orchestra, A Chorus Line is one of the most ambitious musicals the Playhouse has 
ever produced! Members of The Singular Sensations made this massive undertaking possible by collectively sponsoring the 
production’s unique expenses. Their support made our grand opening a dazzling reality. Thank you to the individuals below 
for their generosity!

MS. KARLEE L. HILLIARD

TERRY LEMMERMAN

THE MARKLEY FAMILY

JACK AND MARILYN OSBORN

DIGI AND MIKE SCHUELER

BETSY AND JERRY SHROAT

MARTY C. TOMB

ELLEN AND RAY VAN DER HORST

BARBARA M. WEYAND

The cast of A Chorus Line.

Drew Lachey and Shiloh Goodin in A Chorus Line.

Photos on page 8 and 9 by Mikki Schaffner.



10

BACK ON THE HILL
THE CHINESE LADY
Written by Lloyd Suh, The Chinese Lady defied the limits of time and 
traditional storytelling to introduce Afong Moy, thought to be the first 
Chinese woman to step foot on American soil in 1834. Based on a true 
story, she’s put on public display and taken on tour across the country 
as a living exhibit. Under Jess McLeod’s direction, The Chinese Lady 
poetically accomplished what many artists seek to do: reveal new ways to 
view our world and ourselves.

To strengthen our connections with the Asian, Asian American or Pacific 
Islander (AAPI) community, special programming accompanied our 
production of The Chinese Lady. A community action table featured facts 
about racism and the AAPI experience, organizations to support in the 
Cincinnati area, book recommendations, and ways to celebrate AAPI 
culture. Each performance was followed by a discussion, facilitated 
by our artistic staff and partners at the YWCA, which was aimed at 
channeling the emotions felt at the end of the play into active allyship. 

In addition to these discussions, we provided an Affinity Space for 
members of the AAPI community to process the show. The space 
included snacks and beverages as well as opportunities to interact with 
activists from the local Chinese American community. Our goal was 
to enable productive conversation surrounding the issues of cultural 
exoticization, fetishization, dehumanization, tokenism and racism as 
presented in the play while creating a safe and comfortable environment 
for AAPI attendees. 

We also hosted pre-show entertainment by musicians from the China-
U.S. Cultural Exchange Academy featuring traditional Chinese music 
played on the Guzheng. Total creative control was given to the artists to 
ensure a true celebration of Chinese culture.

AUGUST WILSON’S
SEVEN GUITARS
With August Wilson’s Seven Guitars, we 
journeyed back to 1948 and transformed the 
Rouse Theatre stage into Pittsburgh’s Hill 
District. Directed by Ron OJ Parson, an expert 
on Wilson, this production beautifully illustrated 
the many facets of the Black American 
experience. Wilson’s signature monologues, 
together with the performance of live blues on 
stage, made for a remarkable theatrical event.

Sami Ma in The Chinese Lady.

Books by Asian American authors displayed on the community action table.

Kierra Bunch and Dimonte Henning in August Wilson’s Seven Guitars. Photo by Michael Brosilow.
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TWO WORLD PREMIERES
Shane, by Karen Zacarías, and Origin Story, by Nathan Alan Davis, were world premieres from beloved voices in American theatre. 
These stories are bold and entertaining in their own remarkable ways, and we’re so proud to have been the first to produce them. We 
look forward to seeing them performed on stages across the country.

With Shane, Zacarías brought one of the most celebrated 
Westerns to life in the Rouse Theatre. Paying homage to the 
Western genre as we know it, Shane simultaneously gives it 
new life by pulling from rich historical details and including 
Black, Brown and Indigenous perspectives. A fascinating 
character study lies at the story’s center, enriched by themes 
of family and principles and deepened by an examination 
of American masculinity. A co-production with the Guthrie 
Theater, director Blake Robison moved Shane to Minneapolis 
for a six-week run, where it was met with rave reviews.

Across the lobby in our Rosenthal Shelterhouse Theatre, 
playwright Davis and director Joanie Schultz told a modern-
day story about identity and belonging. Origin Story 
introduced Margaret, a young woman with many existential 
questions on her mind — the kind that emerge when we’re 
yearning to understand who we are. She led an ensemble 
of memorable and endearing characters, all searching for 
purpose in their own ways. With its profound and unexpected 
twists and turns, this script has stayed with us long after 
curtain call.

William DeMeritt and Ricardo Chavira in Shane.

The cast of Shane.

Dwandra Nickole Lampkin, Amira Danan and Michael Lepore in Origin Story.

Shonita Joshi and Amira Danan in Origin Story.

Photos from The Chinese Lady, Shane and Origin Story by Mikki Schaffner.
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2022-23 EDUCATION PROGRAMMING
We believe that the arts are essential to the basic education of all students. Numerous studies have highlighted the correlation 
between school arts programs and student achievement, cognitive development and academic outcomes. The goal of our 
education programs is to provide quality, professional theatre experiences for children across the Tristate, supplementing — 
and, in many cases, replacing — their vanishing school arts programs. We strive to create experiences that are equitable and 
accessible for all children, regardless of their language barriers, socioeconomic status or abilities.

• School Outreach Tour and Off the Hill performances give students and 
families the opportunity to experience the magic of live theatre together.

• Classroom workshops bring professional teaching artists into schools to 
supplement curriculum studies and increase arts exposure.

• Playhouse Education Partnership (PEP) ensures that students at local 
Title I schools can engage meaningfully with the arts all year long.

• Summer camps support children’s social, creative and academic 
development in a fun, skills-based environment.

37,980
Total number of students who participated 

in all education activities this season.

SUMMER CAMP
After a year off-site due to construction, summer camps returned to the Playhouse in the summer of 2023 with the 
grand opening of our brand-new Mainstage Theatre Complex! Camps also continued to be offered at the Mason 
Community Center. Children ages 6 to 17 attended full-day camps in our iconic Eden Park/Mt. Adams location and in 
Mason, with a total participation of 589 students.

2023 Summer Theatre Camp.
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LAUNCH PAD
We continued our commitment to increasing accessibility with Launch Pad — a program designed to fully integrate students with 
sensory and developmental disabilities into a traditional theatre camp. Using their specialized knowledge in both arts education and 
special education, Launch Pad Coordinators helped train other Summer Camp staff about accommodating and interacting with 
students with disabilities and worked closely with families to assess each child’s needs and ensure a supportive environment. This 
year, 135 of our campers participated in the program.

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS
FOR THEIR GENEROUS SUPPORT!

ROBERT AND ADELE SCHIFF FAMILY FOUNDATION

JOHN A. SCHROTH 
FAMILY CHARITABLE 

TRUST
MAXWELL C. WEAVER 

FOUNDATION

JERRY AND BETSY SHROAT RON BUNT AND WEI SUN

SCHOOL OUTREACH TOUR AND OFF THE HILL
The Playhouse produces theatrical adaptations of classic children’s literature 
every year. A diverse group of interns performed in schools during the week and at 
community centers throughout the region on weekends.

THE LITTLE PRINCE
By Rick Cummins and John Scoullar

Adapted from the book by Antoine de Saint-Exupéry

Marketing visuals by Tony Arrasmith/Arrasmith & Associates.

ANONYMOUS

STELLALUNA
By Saskia Janse

Adapted from the book by Janell Cannon

NATE THE GREAT: THE MUSICAL
Music & Lyrics: Brett Ryback
Book & Lyrics: John Maclay

OUTREACH TOUR
• 70 performances for 58 schools were held.

• The estimated total attendance for the School Outreach Tour season was 17,477.

• We offered full or partial subsidies to 32 of the 58 schools visited.

• 55 percent of students came from racially/ethnically diverse backgrounds.

OFF THE HILL
• 38 performances were held at 37 community partners throughout the region.

• The total attendance for the Off the Hill Tour season was 2,850.
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EDUCATION PROGRAMMING

CLASSROOM WORKSHOPS
Workshops use drama education techniques to integrate 
core curriculum topics, such as social studies and literature, 
with the arts, infusing creativity and fun into the learning 
process. 

• 8 school districts across 4 counties were reached 
through classroom workshops.

• 698 workshops took place.

Photos from classroom workshops.

PRAISE FROM TEACHERS
•	“Having a group from the Playhouse join our class 

allowed the students to connect and engage more.”
•	“Loved this program and my students were highly 

engaged and making text-to-life connections that made 
for a deeper learning experience.”

•	“Loved the multi-sensory learning opportunities and the 
relationship building exercises.”

•	“The movement and classroom management was 
exceptional! Helpful for our wiggly learners.”

•	“We love this program! Thank you for all your hard work 
in making it so engaging and interactive.”

PEP
The Playhouse Education Partnership (PEP) is a free yearlong theatre program that immerses students at local Title I public schools 
in arts activities. We customize unique residencies for each classroom depending on their students’ needs, developing 21st-century 
skills and teaching key academic subjects in conjunction with statewide curricular goals. This season, PEP schools received access to 
all three Outreach Tour productions as well as classroom workshops. 

PEP Schools: Academy for Multilingual Immersion Studies, Midway Elementary, Roberts Academy and Silverton Academy.

• 2,333 students participated in programming.

• 320 workshops took place. 

• Playhouse teaching artists spent a total of 130 days with students.

A recent PEP highlight has been our work with Midway Elementary. In addition to serving their special education classes at all grade 
levels schoolwide, we have also been working closely with their Autism Unit. This is a self-contained classroom serving nine high-
need students in grades 2-4. By using tactile props and incorporating students’ special interests into the lessons, we broadened 
their imaginations and increased their knowledge of social studies by engaging them in choose-your-own-adventure style activities, 
exploring different locations and historical periods along the way. A teacher from the Autism Unit shared that “students with autism 
can be literal. [The Playhouse] was great with helping them explore pretend.” To Midway’s other classrooms, we provided lessons in 
music, public speaking, character creation and literature. Another teacher described Playhouse activities as “fun and educational 
for our children” and said that “we, students, teachers and staff here at Midway School highly valued the programs.”
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OFF THE GRID AND COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT
Our series of immersive Off the Grid events integrates theatrical storytelling into social settings. In partnership with local 
businesses and organizations, the Playhouse performed two site-specific productions this season. A total of 1,563 audience 
members participated. 

CHILDREN OF THE CORN MAZE: IN 
SEARCH OF THE GREENVILLE GHOST
LOCATION: Burger Farm and Garden Center in Newtown, OH

STORY: In this follow-up to 2020’s Children of the Corn Maze, guests 
investigated the disappearance of local teenagers at the hands of 
the Greenville Ghost, and enjoyed exploring the farm’s spooky fields, 
drinking hot beverages, and trading tales around the bonfire.

ATTENDANCE: 702 participants at 8 performances Photo from Children of the Corn Maze: In Search of the Greenville Ghost.

MR. & MRS. FEZZIWIG’S HOLIDAY PARTY
LOCATION: The Phoenix in Cincinnati, OH

STORY: Guests celebrated the holidays in Dickensian style during 
these interactive parties which featured performances by carolers 
and actors, a variety of Victorian-era parlor games and dances, 
festive bites and beverages, and activities for kids. 

ATTENDANCE: 861 participants at 6 performances

Photo from Mr. & Mrs. Fezziwig’s Holiday Party.

ARTS & CULTURE INCUBATOR
The Playhouse is excited about the launch of our new Arts and Culture Incubator this season. With the opening of our new state-of-
the-art theatre facility, we now provide a home to seven local arts and culture groups and three resident artists to help elevate their 
work. Members of the Arts and Culture Incubator have access to Playhouse spaces at no cost for classes, rehearsals, creative work, 
networking, collaboration with their peers, and public and private events. The Playhouse also provides professional development 
services crafted to meet each of their unique needs.

RESIDENT ARTIST:

INCUBATOR PARTNERS: 
Cincinnati Music Accelerator, Cincinnati Pride,

DuWaup’s Cincinnati Poetry Slam, Elevated Aerials,
Heroes Rise Street Dance Academy, Urban Native Collective,

Young Professionals Choral Collective of Cincinnati

RESIDENT ARTISTS: 

Curtis D. Shepard Derek J. Snow

ELEVATED
AERIALS

Off the Grid photos by Mikki Schaffner.
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THE LEADING 
LADIES CELEBRATE 
10 YEARS

What do 394 women, 8 plays, 39 events and a bathroom have in 
common? They are the heart of the Playhouse’s Leading Ladies program. 
Established in 2013 as a way to foster a love of the Playhouse among 
theatre-loving women, the Leading Ladies have raised more than 
$930,000 over the last decade and collectively sponsored eight Playhouse 
productions, from Pride and Prejudice to Steel Magnolias. Along the way 
they’ve enjoyed enlightening programs on planning a season, professional 
auditions, costuming, hand props, stage combat and more – all while 
enjoying good food, signature cocktails and time spent together.

For the 2022-23 season, rather than sponsoring a production, the Leading Ladies named a new women’s restroom on the second 
floor of the Playhouse, near the Barbara M. Weyand Donor Lounge. With the establishment of the Leading Ladies Loo, the Ladies 
have become a permanent – and useful! – part of our new mainstage theatre complex.

Management and planning of each year’s activities is accomplished through the dedication of two program Co-Chairs and an 
active, involved Steering Committee. Together, they determine the programs, and design and execute four signature events each 
season. This year’s Co-Chairs, Debbie White Richardson and Marty Humes, took the Ladies offsite to The Carnegie and the 
University of Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music for events while our Mount Adams facility was closed for construction, and 
welcomed the Ladies into the new Playhouse with two events in our new home.

In May, the Ladies held the fourth and final event of the season, the 10th Anniversary Celebration. Event Chair Linda Holthaus and 
an energetic and enthusiastic 10th Anniversary Committee planned a very special celebration of 10 years of amazing theatre and the 
women who made it all possible. We welcomed 170 women to this elegant, once-in-a-decade event, which commemorated the past 
and looked forward to the future of the program.

Event photos by Mikki Schaffner.

Members of the 10th Anniversary Committee.
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DEIA COMMITMENT
We welcome people of all races, ethnicities, religions, sexualities, gender identities, ages, abilities, 
backgrounds, countries of origin and other non-majority communities. This commitment is 
reflected in our programming, audience, outreach and all connected with the Playhouse — 
management, staff, Board of Trustees, volunteers and vendors.

As a part of our ongoing commitment, the Playhouse launched two new 
programs last season:

PLAYHOUSE EMPLOYEE RESOURCE GROUPS
These staff-led groups provide an opportunity to build community, have 
meaningful discussions, and share resources to foster a diverse, inclusive workplace. 
In 2022, the Playhouse launched three Employee Resource Groups: the Kaleidoscope 
Collective for BIPOC staff, the LGBTQ+ ERG, and an Ally ERG for members of non-
marginalized groups to learn how to become active allies.

PLAYHOUSE PRIDE EVENT SERIES
The Playhouse PRIDE Event Series welcomed nearly 200 
individuals during the four events this season: 

• A Cincinnati Welcome with Max Alexander-Taylor, star of The 
Lion, hosted at the home of Jim Conway and Rick Robertson.

• A PRIDE Family Outing with an Off the Hill performance of 
Nate the Great: The Musical.

• Our Playhouse PRIDE Housewarming, featuring tours of 
our new facility and performances by our Arts and Culture 
Incubator partners.

• And the PRIDE Signature Event – a pre-show Happy Hour 
before Origin Story.

Max Alexander-Taylor, Julia Wesselkamper, Jim Conway and Sean Daniels, 
director of The Lion, at the Welcome event.

A PRIDE Family Outing included cookies, bracelets and an 
Off the Hill performance of Nate the Great: The Musical.
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MAKING CONNECTIONS
This season, the Playhouse continued to strengthen its connections both within our local community and with nationally 
acclaimed talent. We are proud to bring diverse, engaging works of great artistry to Cincinnati and to put our artistic 
excellence in the national spotlight.

HEATHER GILBERT
A Chicago-based lighting designer, Heather Gilbert brought her 
expertise to our world premiere production of Origin Story this season. 
Her work includes the recent Broadway production of Parade, for which 
she was nominated for both a Tony Award® and the Drama Desk Award. 
For her recent design of The Sound Inside, Heather won the Drama Desk 
Award, was an honoree for the Outer Critics Circle, and was nominated 
for another Tony Award®.

SHANE AT THE GUTHRIE THEATER
A co-production and co-commission with the renowned 
Guthrie Theater, Shane moved to Minneapolis, where it 
received rave reviews, after a successful run here at the 
Playhouse. The Twin Cities Pioneer Press called it “a richly 
entertaining piece of theater that taps into all the best 
elements of a Western and applies a corrective to much of 
what Hollywood consistently got wrong about American 
history.” Our partnership was featured in American Theatre, 
the national industry magazine for theatre.

NATHAN ALAN DAVIS
Nathan Alan Davis is one of the nation’s hottest contemporary playwrights. In 
2018, Davis was named one of the “Black Male Writers for Our Time” by The New 
York Times Style Magazine. In 2023 alone, he had world premieres of three plays 
debuting across the country: Eternal Life Part 1 in Philadelphia, The High Ground in 
Washington, D.C. and, of course, Origin Story here in Cincinnati. We are excited to 
announce that Davis is also working on a new commission for the Playhouse.

PLAYHOUSE ALUMNI ON BROADWAY
Shiloh Goodin, who played Cassie in our production of A Chorus Line, returned to Broadway this year as a puppeteer in Life of Pi 
on Broadway. She played one of the principal roles, Richard Parker the tiger.

Taha Mandviwala, who has appeared in our productions of Murder on the Orient Express, Shakespeare in Love and A Christmas 
Carol, made his Broadway debut in Life of Pi.

Betsy Rosen, who acted as a puppetry consultant on our productions of Rooted, Peter and the Starcatcher and A Prayer for Owen 
Meany, also made her Broadway debut in Life of Pi. Betsy and Taha were both members of the Playhouse’s Bruce E. Coyle 
Acting Intern program.

Photo of Joanie Schultz (left) and Heather Gilbert (right) by Mikki Schaffner.

Screenshot of the American Theatre article.

Photo of Nathan Alan Davis.
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FRIDA…A SELF-PORTRAIT
After a successful run here in Cincinnati, Frida…A Self-Portrait has gone on to be produced across the country. Written and 
performed by Vanessa Severo and directed by our Associate Artistic Director Joanie Schultz, the play recently finished a run at 
The O’Reilly Theater in Pittsburgh and will be produced at The Geva Theater in Rochester and Indiana Repertory Theatre in 
Indianapolis.

A CROWN JEWEL
Amongst the myriad of publicity the 
new Playhouse received last spring was 
a front-page feature in the Cincinnati 
Business Courier that described how the 
Playhouse’s brand-new facility is helping 
to spark a renaissance and turn Mt. 
Adams and Walnut Hills into an arts 
and cultural destination. The article 
named the Playhouse “the crown of 
an emerging arts district,” writing that 
“neighborhoods from Mount Adams 
to an ‘arts corridor’ sprouting up along 
Gilbert Avenue already show signs of 
revitalization.”

Vanessa Severo in Frida...A Self Portrait. Photo by Mikki Schaffner.

Cover of the March 10-16 issue of Cincinnati Business Courier.
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As a step toward honoring the truth and achieving healing 
and reconciliation with those Indigenous peoples who were 
affected most by the Doctrine of Discovery* and broken 
treaties, we acknowledge the traditional Shawnee and 
Myaamia (Miami) lands on which we now stand, and on 
which the city of Cincinnati was built.

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

*The Doctrine of Discovery is a principle of international law dating back to the late 15th century that 
specifically sanctioned and promoted the conquest, colonization and exploitation of non-Christian 
territories and peoples. Hundreds of years of decisions and laws continuing right up to our own time 
can ultimately be traced back to the Doctrine of Discovery — laws that invalidate or ignore the rights, 
sovereignty and humanity of Indigenous peoples in the United States and around the world.
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Debbie Chamberlain
Denise and Martin Chambers
Larry and Julie Chandler
Kevin Chaney
Ed and Nancy Ciarniello
James Cissell
City of Cincinnati
Clarity Events
Clark, Schaefer, Hackett & Co.
Leslie Clark
Philip Clayton
Burton and Susan Closson
Carl and Deborah Coburn
John and Julie Cohen*
Philip and Sheila Cohen*
Leland M. and Carol C. Cole
William B. Coleman and Maureen A. 

Coleman
Dr. and Mrs. Robert H. Collins
Larry and Maureen Collins
George Colombel
Marjorie E. Compton
Constellation Insurance, Inc. (The Ohio 

National Foundation)
James P. Conway, Jr. and Richard D. 

Robertson, Jr.
Sheila M. Conway
Sally and Rick Coomes
Michael and Michele Cooney
Tom Cooney and Crystal Faulkner 

Cooney
Douglas and Sarah Coons

Kassy and Jeff Corken
Ron and Karen Corradini
Robin Cotton and Cynthia Fitton
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Coughlin
Betsy and John Coutant
The Crawford Family Foundation
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph A. Creevy
Brian Crellin
John and Lisa Cronin
David Crotty and Joan Von Handorf
Amelia and Thomas Crutcher
John and Susan Cummings
Richard and Teddie Curry
Judy and Chris Dalambakis
Jennifer and M. Vito Damiano
Mr. and Mrs. Richard D’Augustine
Mark Dauner
The David J. Joseph Company
Mr. Dave Davis
Edmund C. Davis, Jr.
In Memory of Frank and Ruth Davis
Kathy and Mike Davis
Kenneth Davis
Dawes Direct, LLC
Mark and Nancy Dawes
Dr. Lois L. Deaton
Warren Dedich
Ronda Deel
Kelly M. Dehan and Richard J. Staudigel
In Memory of Linda M. Dehner
Deloitte
Dr. and Mrs. Gregory DeLorenzo
Deluxe Corporation Foundation
Denier Electric Co., Inc.
Jim Denker and Mary McCarty
Jan Denton
Janice and Nick Denton
Ms. Marilyn Derfus
Designer Donations for Cincinnati 

Charities Inc.
Scott X. Deters
Cathy and Michael DeWeirdt
Amy Diamond and Eddie Wolf
Jackie Dieckman and Mike Camery
William and Marifran Dirkes
Michael and Patricia Dirr
Mike and Kathy Doherty
Thomas Donnelly
Dr. and Mrs. Walter E. Donnelly, Jr.
Joan and Jeff Dornette
William G. Dorward III
Timothy Douglas
Bethany and Denny Doverspike
Barbara Doviak
Kelley Downing
Patricia and Timothy Doyle
Peter Draugelis
Emilie and David Dressler Fund*
The Bob & Rita Driehaus Family
Don and Mary Dufek
Duke Energy Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. David Duke
Diane and Steve Dumbauld
Tim and Tina DuMont
In Memory of Betty Duncan
Freeman Durham and Dean Clevenger
Saralou and Dave Durham
John and Liz Dye
Leslie Rae Dye, MD
Peggy Eberhard and Jeff Hanna
David and Kathy Eby
Allison Zent Edwards
Stephen Einson and Patricia Fraley
Dr. and Mrs. Edward Elicker
Ms. Joyce Elkus
Judy Ellis
Bill and Sharon Emeigh
Ron and Kathy Emery
Encore Technologies
Ms. Karla Epperson
Richard and Lisa Ernst
Sterling and Cecelia Euster
Sarah and Tom Evans
Beth and Brooks Ewing
Dr. and Mrs. William Faulkner
Peg Fay-Feder and Sam Feder

Greg and Vickie Fehr
Gerry and Meloney Feldkamp
Matthew Feldman and Julie Baker
Louis A. and Lisa K. Fender
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Fiddes
Fifth Third Foundation
John Finocharo and Valerie Taylor
First Financial Bank
Dr. Daniella Fisher
Deborah and Thomas Fisher
Eric and Julia Fisher
Kay and Barry Fittes
Fitzgibbons Family
Mary and Bob Fitzpatrick
Janice Flanagan and Bob Amott
David Fleming
Sarah and Timothy Fogarty
Micha and Bill Foglesong
In Memory of Phyllis A. Followell, My 

Heart
Gail F. Forberg
Kathleen and Bruce Forrester
Ora Forusz and J. Harry Dornheggen
Dr. and Mrs. Bernard Foster
Missy and Brian J. Fox
Betsy and Peter Frame
William M. and Harriet Freedman
Mr. and Mrs. John Freeman
Stephen J. Fridrick
Lynne Friedlander and Jay Crawford
Susan Friedlander
Mr. and Mrs. Kent Friel
David and Mindy Frimer
Dennis Furey
William and Kathleen Fussinger
Marc and Mary Ann Gadbois
Paul and Nancy Gaffney
Larry and Diane Games
Mary Ann Gardner
Chris and Christine Garten
Rodney and Vallie Geier
Edward Gemperle
General Electric
Ms. Lisi Bryan George
Howard and Saundra Gerber
Frank and Karen Girolami
Mrs. Kathleen Glaser
Mrs. Victoria Buyniski Gluckman and Dr. 

Jack Gluckman
Donn Goebel and Cathy McLeod
Eleanor and Richard Goering
James Goetz and Harry Budke
Martha K Goldbeck
Peggy L. Golden and Kerry J. Klumpe
The Goldhoff Family
Sherry and Brett Goodson
Clifford Goosmann and Andrea Wilson
Sharon Gorman
Keith and Karen Gossage
Barbara Gould
Pank and Wendy Goulet
Chandra and Mel Gravely
Greater Cincinnati Foundation
Carl and Joyce Greber
Linda and Gary Greenberg*
David Greenblatt and Sheila Gelman
Becky and Mike Gribler
Will Groneman and Maureen Flanagan
Liz Grubow and Jerry Kathman
Jose and Debra Guerra
Chris and Janet Gunn
Barbara Anderson Guthridge*
Margaret E. Hagar and Richard A. Byam
Andrew and Melissa Hagenmaier
Carol Ann and Ralph V. Haile, Jr. 

Foundation
David Hale
Mr. and Mrs. J. Joseph Hale, Jr.
Carl and Margo Hall
Ham and Ellie Hamilton
Doug and DJ Hammond
Walter and Karen Hand
Jeanne and Richard Hannan
Jerri and Daniel Hanus
Mark Harlow
Jim and Sally Harper

Ralph and Judy Harris
Mrs. Suzanne Hasl
Dr. and Mrs. Stan Hastings
Teri and Mike Haught
Charles Hayes and Katherine Kennedy
Natalie Hayes
Jeb and Nirvani Head
Mrs. Louise A. Head
The Hearst Foundations, Inc.
Brian and Helen Heekin
Alan and Marion Heitner
In Memory of Elizabeth Henderson
Dave and Betsy Hendy
John and Mari Hengelbrok
Alan and Jo Henning
Dawn Hensley
Susan and James Herman
Bob and Marilyn Herring
Michelle and Don Hershey
Andrea and Dr. Edward Herzig
Sherrie and Fred Heyse
Joe and Suzy Hickey
Barbara and James Hilb
Grace and Brian Hill
Ms. Karlee L. Hilliard
Dale Hodges and David F. Logan
Emily Hodges and Charles Spencer
Kyle and Bob Hodgkins
Sue Hoel
Mr. Daniel Hoffheimer
Noel and Karen Hofmann
Mark and Cathy Hogan
Karen and David Hoguet
Mark and Deanna Hollon
Stephen Holmes and Christy Kaeser
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Holtgrefe
Linda Holthaus and Richard Zinicola
Richard and Renita Homan
Mary B. and William H. Hopple III
Jane Ruwet Hopson and Larry Pytlinski
Terence L. and Christine W. Horan
Mr. Peter Horton
Joan Hoskins and Bob Nogg
Erin E. Houlihan and John T. Bostick
Barbara J. Howard
Carolyn and Michael Hoyt
Joseph Huber and Shelli Smith
Marty and Tom Humes
Nada Christine Huron
The Huttenbauer Family
Paul and Ruth Inderhees
The Louise H. and David S. Ingalls 

Foundation
Susan Ingmire and Lynn Hailey
Maite Iraolagoitia
Diane and Carl Iseman
Mrs. Michele J Ittel
Ellen and Garrett Jackson*
Karen McConnal Jackson
Bill and Mary Jane James
Charles James
Laura F. Jansen
Dottie Janson
Anne and Ted Jaroszewicz
Greg and Therese Jaspers
Larry and Jan Jeffers
Robert Jennings
The Andrew Jergens Foundation
Linda Busken Jergens and Andrew 

MacAoidh Jergens
John Wiley & Sons
Donald and Peggy Johns
Johnson Investment Counsel
Janice and Randy Johnson
Marilyn S. and Robert C. Johnson
The Morse and Betty Johnson Family 

Foundation
Ronald Johnson and Kathleen Bok
Wendy and Jeff Johnson
Laurie F. Johnston
Dr. Amy Johnstone
Don and Frani Jones
Kyle and Sue Jones
Diane S. Jordan
Scott and Patricia Joseph
Martin and Shirley Joyce

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN DONORS
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
This list contains gifts of $500+ to our Capital Campaign as of June 30, 2023.
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John and Nickie Kahle
Dr. Toni and Rabbi Ken Kanter
The Kaplan Foundation
Marguerite Katchen
Mr. Louis H. Katz
Patti and Tom Keckeis*
Fred and Maureen Keeley
Betsy and Geoff Keenan
Peter and Sandy Keiser
Dr. Robert Keith and Kathleen 

Thornton-Keith
Barbara and Larry Kellar
Arleene Keller
Diane Remmel Keller
Rosalynd Kendall
Sharon Kerns and Mike Birck
Tim and Grace Kerr
Dr. and Mrs. Richard Kielar
Elizabeth C. King
Marilyn G. Kinne
Beverly Kinney and Ed Cloughessy
Shelley Kirk
Kathleen and Larry Kissel
Lynn Keniston Klahm
Mark and Nancy Kleespies
David and Janice Klocke
Kris and Lisa Knochelmann
Austin E. Knowlton Foundation, Inc.
Mary Kay Koehler and Heather Apple
Bet and Dave Koeninger
Edward and Sandra Kohn
Marvin Kolodzik and Linda Gallaher
Sandford and Nancy Kopnick
Daniel Koppenhafer
Sally and Gerry Korkin
Kenneth and Denise Krallman
Mark and Karen Kremzar
Mr. and Mrs. Michael H. Kremzar
Mrs. John Krieg
Vicki and Jim Kroger
Kathy and Mike Krug
Diane and Matthew Krumanaker
Mr. and Mrs. Randolph L. Krumm
Mr. Charles Kubicki
Mark and Kymberly Kuenning
Mark and Elisabeth Kuhlman
Michael and Paula Kunka
Dr. Jonathan and Gail Kushner
Mr. and Mrs. John LaMacchia
John and Susie Lame Family*
Bill and Evelyn Landrigan
Connie J. Lang
Linda Lange
Shawna K. Langworthy
Judy and Laurence Laning
Manuel and Karen Lanker
Nanci A. Lantz
Robert G. and Charlotte H. Lanzit
Russell Lascelles and Janet Schultz
John and Rebecca Laudeman
Richard and Susan Lauf
Mr. and Mrs. James K. L. Lawrence
Bruce Lazarus and Phil Weintraub
David and Jan Lazarus
Barbara and George Lehocky
The Lemmerman Family
Lempert Family
Jamie and Jenny Leonard
Carol Prahl Leslie
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen S. Lett
Mary Kay Levesay
Larry and Margee Lewis
Katherine and Patrick Limbach
Robert and Karen Limoseth
Barbara Lind and Randy Bates
The Lindsey Baer Company
Jim Lippert and Carrie Short-Lippert
Jonathan and Nancy Lippincott
Georgia and Gerald Lippold
Sherwin Little
Sally A. Lloyd
James E. Lockey
Bonnie F. Loftspring
Whitney and Phillip Long
Margaret M. and Theodore F. 

Longshore
Carole Lonneman
In Loving Celebration of Our Girlfriends 

and Sisters
Judy Lucas Family
William Luerssen and Susan Small
Kay Lynch and Chuck Beckman
Betsy and Brian MacConnell
Carol Ann MacGregor

Jacqueline M. Mack and Dr. Edward B. 
Silberstein

John MacLeod
Denis Maddock and Lisa Ross
Evelyn Mae Family Fund*
Drs. Kris and Sudha Mahalingam
Craig and Anne Maier
Paul and Suzie Maione
Deborah and John Majoras
Laurie Makoski
Bob and Joyce Maly
Mark K. Mandell-Brown MD
Terry and Joanna Mann
Richard and Sandy Manteuffel
Jeff and Jeanette March
Ward and Ellen Maresca
Charles and Jennifer Margolis
Mariner Wealth Advisors
James A. Markley, Jr.
Carolyn Ott Martin
David L. Martin
David and Tracey Martin
Jack and Norene Martin
Lyn and Jack Martin
Charles and Claire Martini
David Mason
Suzanne Masterson
Raymond and Madelynn Matlock
Ron Matson and Daniel Young
Dean and Susan Matz
Elizabeth Mayfield
Dr. Sean and Sandra McCauley
David and Diane McClain
John and MJ McClure
Carolyn McCoy
Mr. Kim and Mrs. Barbara McCracken
Mary McCullough-Hudson and Greg 

Hudson
Kevin and Erica McDonnell
Jim and Dianne McEachen
Charlotte McEnery
Mr. and Mrs. Michael S. McGraw
Mark McKillip and Amira Beer
Kevin and Frances McMurray
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey McNaul
Kim and Jan McNeil
Douglas and Patricia McPeek
Charles and Joann Mead
Carol Miller Meibers
Chris and Amy Meininger
Pattianne and Mark Menden
Laura S. Menge*
Kathryn E. Merchant
Messer Construction Co.
Leon and Barb Meyer
Roger and Mary Ann Meyer
Becky Miars
Robert and Beth Michaels
Richard I. Michelman and Karen E. 

Meyer
Mark and Kathy Millburg
Craig and Cindy Miller
Dan and Patty Miller
Fred and Robin Miller
James A. Miller
Steven and Jacqueline Miller Family 

Foundation
Millstone Fund
Ms. Danute M. Miskinis
Jill and Bruce Mitchell
John and Kathy Mitchell
Roy and Roxann Mitchell
Diane and Dave Moccia
Marie and Tom Monaco Family Fund*
Monastery Event Center
Samuel Moore, Jr.
Terry and Jannelle Moore
William J. and Mary G. Moran
Dennis and Amy Morand
David and Judith Morgan
Ms. Vivian Morgan
Arthur C. Morrissey and Janet M. Hayes
W. Stanley and Mary W. Morton
Dean and Catherine Moulas
Nora E. Moushey
Mark and Gayle Mueller
John and Lorna Muhlhauser
Scott and Barb Muhlhauser
Martha Mullin and Tom Cooney
George and Kay Murphy
Barbara K. Myers
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Myer, III
Patti Myers and Alan Flaherty
Ken and Nancy Natorp

Eleanor D. Nelson
Ms. Meghan Sullivan Nelson
Kathy Neus and John Fox
Valerie Newell and Timothy Smith
Bill and Karen Neyer*
Donald and Lisa Nickerson
George Nielsen
L&L Nippert Charitable Foundation
Dr. James Nordlund
Michael Nordlund and Lisa Lee
Northmarq - Susan Branscome
Andrew J. Nuckols
Bruce and Neda Nutley
Diana and Rick Oberschmidt
Carol and Michael O’Brien
Neil and Virginia O’Connor
Ohio Facilities Construction 

Commision
Ohio Valley Foundation, Fifth Third 

Bank, Agent
Ms. Mary Cathey Olberding
Randall D. and Marianne Olson
Robert and Carol Olson
Ted and Pat O’Meara
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Oppelt
O’Rourke Wrecking Company
Jeff and Andi Orschell
Jack and Marilyn Osborn
Kenneth C. Oswald and Mary Beth 

Martin
Theodore J. Otte
Charlotte and Robert Otto
Kit and Jack Overbeck
Tom and Linda Palmer
Donna and Greg Park
George and Gay Parker
Carl Parrott and Molly Katz Fund*
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Peairs
Barb and Al Pearlman
Linda and Michael Peitz
Rick Pender
The Perfect Brew
Rita and David Perkins
Alice W. Perlman
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Perna
David and Nancy Peters
Dan and Sue Peterson
Stephen Peterson and Christopher 

Bolling
Susan and Daniel Pfau
Mark and Betsy Phillips*
Paul and Janet Phillips
Dr. Steve Pick
Chris Piepmeier
Si and Laura Pitstick Giving Fund
Suna and Osman Polat
Don and Sue Popelar
Sharon and Stephen Poppe
Ms. Jane Portman
Jan and Wym Portman*
Jennifer and David Powell
Terry and Rosemary Powell
Alli and Matthew Powers
Stuart and Ildiko Pray
Marcy Prebeg
Bill and Mary Beth Price
Phil and Susan Price
Betty L. Prince
Procter & Gamble*
Prudential - Matching Fund
Greg and Ann Pugh
Leo and Sally Pulte
John and Kathy Qualls
Michelle Ramsey
Gerald D. Rape
Mitch and Karen Rashkin
Mary and Ranjit Rath
Marjorie and Louis Rauh
Robert and Kathleen Recchiuti
Robert and Connie Reed
Kathy Regruth
Rob and Gretchen Reifsnyder
Pamela and Dick Reis
Pamela Reising
Pat Ressler
Don and June Reynolds
Alison and Rob Rice
Jeff and Joyce Rich
Mr. and Mrs. Gates T. Richards
Deborah and Carl Richardson
Sue Richmond
Ellen Rieveschl
Lyle and Jean Ritze
Bavi Rivera and Bob Moore

Robert W. Baird & Co. Incorporated
Joan and Bill Roberts
George and Phyllis Robertson
Ms. Constance Robinson
Blake Robison and Connan Morrissey
Sylvia Robison
Richard R. Roebuck
Elizabeth S. Rogers and Ernst J. Bever
Diane Rohs
Raymond and Nancy Rolwing
The Roselle Foundation
John and Amy Rosenberg Family Fund
The Rosenthal Family Foundation
Louis and Ellen Ross
Margo and Sam Ross
Tina and Bruce Ross
Jack Rouse and Morleen Getz Rouse
Susan Abrahamson Routh and Jeffrey 

Routh Family*
William S. Rowe Foundation
Jack and Mary-Bob Rubenstein
Barb and Rich Ruddy
Dr. Peter Ruehlman
Dick and Chris Russell
Pat and Tom Ruthemeyer
Don and Victoria Ryan
Richard A. Ryan
Ann Saluke and Don Yelton
David and Shelley Sammons
KJ Sanchez
Mark and Jan Sass
Robert and Dell Ann Sathe
Mr. and Mrs. David Savage, Jr.
Schaefer
Susan and Clint Schertzer
Robert and Adele Schiff Family 

Foundation
Karen Maitland Schilling
Martha and Lee Schimberg
Rosemary and Mark Schlachter
Michael and Jeanne Schmerler
Jacob G. Schmidlapp Trusts, Fifth Third 

Bank, Trustee
Mr. and Mrs. Lyle Schmidt
Ron and Ruth Schmiedeker
Ms. Natalie Verkamp Schoeny
Roger and Glenda Schorr*
The Harold C. Schott Foundation
Carol J. Schroeder
Michael Schroer and Carey Kruer
John A. Schroth Family Charitable Trust
The Schueler Group
Digi and Mike Schueler
Laura Schuman
Abby and David Schwartz
Theodore and Debra Schwartz*
Mr. and Mrs. Wilbert Schwartz
P. Robert Schwetschenau MD
Ms. Julie Schwierling
David and Martha Seagram
Linda Sears
Robert and Valla Sears
Mr. and Mrs. Brent Seelmeyer
Ladislas and Vilma Segoe Family 

Foundation
Teri Seippel and Debra Johnson
William and Sandra Selvey
The Louise Taft Semple Foundation
Lauren Hannan Shafer
Jane and Kevin Shea
Chris and Jeanne Sheldon
Kathy Shell and Joetta Prost
Thomas and Nancy Shepherd
John L. Shields
Paul Shortt
Melvin and Thelma Shotten
Glenn and Sue Showers
Betsy and Jerry Shroat
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Shuford
Ivan and Karen Silverman
Melinda and Irwin Simon
Ann M. Simsic
Robert and Linda Singer
Satwant and Kuldip K. Singh
Mary Lee and Louie Sirkin
Elizabeth C. B. and Paul G. Sittenfeld
The Skidmore Family
Rick and Cathy Slack
Jack and Barbara Smith
Keith G and Linda Smith
Michael and Barbara Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Smith
Mr. Steven Smith and Mr. David 

Vanderpool

Susan and David Smith
Alan Smulian
Jacqueline and Richard Snyder
Mike and Pat Snyder
Christine Socwell
Ellen Pease and V. Clark Sole, Jr. Family 

Fund*
Carol and Harry Sparks
Nancy Sparks
Arthur and Patricia Sphar
Sandra and Henry Spitz
Rosalyn and Paul Staadeker
Mary Stagaman and Ron Kull
Jeffery and Nancy Stambough
Joseph and Linda Staneck
John H. and Melissa Starkweather
Joseph and Kathleen Statt
Katherine and Tim Stautberg
Kurt and Susan Stedje
Steelcase Foundation
John and Jennifer Stein
The Corky and Rick Steiner Family 

Foundation
Paula Steiner
Steve and Sarah Steinman
John and Kathy Stengel
Robert and Elizabeth Stephens
Phil and Berni Stephenson
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Stern
Robert D. Stern Fund*
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Stern
Jane and Paul Stewart
John and Merrie Stillpass
Larry and Donna Stinson
Bette and Jack Stith
Arnold and Stephanie Stoller
Elizabeth A. Stone*
Logan and Donna Stone
Gary and Nancy Strassel
Bill and Nina Strauss
Gerri Strauss
Dr. Susan R. Strick
Kendra L. Struthers
Linnell and Paul Sullivan
Michael and Margaret Sullivan
Stuart and Terry Susskind
The Sutphin Family Foundation
Glenda Suttman
Millie Swaine
Ann L. Swanson
Lora and Scott Swedberg
Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP
Dudley and Tina Taft
Jennifer and Woody Taft
Dr. Alan and Shelley Tarshis
Robert D. Temple and Sue E. Auerbach
Lawrence and Jan Tepe
Carlos and Roberta Teran
Ida and John Tergerson
Ms. Marty Thaler
Mrs. Carol Thaman
Dennis and Cathleen Theobald
Dave and Heidi Thiem
Beverly Thomas and Roy Robbins
JoAnn Stamper Thomas
Dr. and Mrs. Stephen and Ingrid 

Thomas
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur L. Thompson
Gordon and Mary-Anne Thompson
Morley and Brenda Thompson
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Thorpe
Mary and Mitch Thurman
Sally and Scott Tieke
Michael J. Tillar
Marty C. Tomb
Sonya Jindal Tork
Ann Marie Tracey and Daniel Buckley
Valerie and Mike Trentman
TriVersity Construction Company
Dionn Tron
Susan and James Troutt
Truist Foundation
Turner Construction Company
Daman and Barbara Turner
UBS Financial Services
Gloria Uziel and Patrick Shea, M.D.
John Vago and Joan Luppino
Catherine and Jim Valentine
Valley Interior Systems
Ellen and Ray van der Horst
Rosalie P. van Nuis
In Memory of Javier Andres Vega-Torres
John and Amy Vennemeyer
Maureen and Larry Vignola

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN DONORS



Christopher and Nancy Virgulak
The Vista Foundation
Alex von Rosenberg
Margaret and Albert Vontz III*
Jeffrey and Marcia Vorholt
Nancy Wade
Randolph Wadsworth
Nancy Wagner
Patricia Wagner
Dr. and Mrs. Elmer F. Wahl
Daniel G. Walker and Lisa Capurro
Liz and Dave Wallingford
Sarella Walton
Buzz Ward
Richard and Jill Warman

David and Ginger Warner
Dr. and Mrs. Galen R. Warren
Dr. and Mrs. Nelson B. Watts
Pann and Terry Webb
Mrs. Arthur D. Weber
Dick Weiland
Barbara and Irwin Weinberg Fund*
Don and Sandy Weinkam
Dr. Alan R Weinstein
Mary Ann and Ted Weiss
Donna Welch
Jane Welling
Jane S. Welling
Ms. Janet K. Wendel
Edward Wertheimer

Steven and Heather Wesloh
Julia Wesselkamper and Julian Johnson
Mike and Sue West
Mr. and Mrs. David Westerbeck
Western and Southern Financial Fund
Sallie Westheimer and Greg Rhodes
Barbara M. Weyand
Mr. William J. Weyand
Amanda and Tom White
Brendan and Julie White
Kurt and Jean Whitford
Mark and Susan Whitman
Leo Whitt and Xia Wang
Jo Ann Wieghaus
Ann Westheimer and Peter Williams

Chris and Diane Williams
Mauri J Willis
Ronna and Dr. James B. Willis
Carol and Rich Wilson*
Jill and Steve Wilson
Robert and Judy Wilson
Peg Wolfe
Anne Marie Wolfer
Connie and Alan Wolfson
Daniel and Jessica Woo
Lauren Woodiwiss
Peg and Jack Wyant
John M. Yacher
Craig and Mary Beth Young
Linda and Jim Young

Stephan Young and Cindy Schoenborn-
Young

Susan and Don Zaunbrecher
Alison and Jim Zimmerman
David and Suzanne Zimmerman
Anne and Allen Zobay
Phil and Debbie Zorn
Mr. and Mrs. George Zuefle
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*Denotes a fund of the Greater 
   Cincinnati Foundation

RED CARPET 
DONORS

Jennifer and Robert Stephen Castellini   

Linda and Gary Greenberg

Jennifer and Woody Taft

WesBanco

We are grateful for our Red Carpet Experience donors 
who treat their guests to an intimate, behind-the-scenes 
experience that also supports the Playhouse. Thank you!

ARTSWAVE
Corporate Partners

altafiber

Cincinnati Business Courier

Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center

The Cincinnati Insurance Companies

Cincinnati Reds

Duke Energy

The E.W. Scripps Company and Scripps Howard Foundation

The Enquirer | Cincinnati.com

Fifth Third Bank and the Fifth Third Foundation

GE

Great American Insurance Group

The H.B., E.W. and F.R. Luther Charitable Foundation,
Fifth Third Bank, N.A., Trustee

The Kroger Co.

Messer Construction Co.

Ohio National Financial Services

P&G

PNC

Western & Southern Financial Group

U.S. Bank

Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park acknowledges the following
partner companies, foundations and their employees who
generously participate in the annual ArtsWave Campaign at
the $100,000+ level. Thank you!

IN-KIND 
CONTRIBUTORS

Tony Arrasmith/Arrasmith & Associates

The Blind Lemon and Eddie Sheppard

Emerge Managed Solutions, LLC

Mt. Adams Bar and Grill

Optic Lizard Productions

WGRR-FM

WKRQ-FM, Q102

WOSL-FM, 100.3 R&B

WREW-FM, Mix 94.9

WVXU-FM

WXIX-TV, Fox 19

The Playhouse is able to share timeless stories because 
of our in-kind contributors. Thank you for making our 
work possible!

CORPORATE 
PARTNERS

$1,000 - $2,499

The Playhouse is grateful for our Corporate Partners and their 
dedication to supporting the Greater Cincinnati community.

ProLink Staffing

Skyline Chili

The Summit Hotel

Towne Properties

Graeter’s Ice Cream Co.

Hixson Architecture, Engineering, Interiors

Huntington Bank

Jarrell Media Solutions

New Riff Distilling

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN DONORS
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INSTITUTIONAL 
GIVING
The Playhouse is truly grateful for the generous support of our partners to bring 
extraordinary art and education programs to our community together. Thank 
you — it means the world to us! 

$20,000 – $49,999

$10,000 – $19,999

$5,000 – $9,999

$1,000 – $4,999

$50,000+

EMERGENCY SUPPORT

U.S. FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT

The Playhouse would like to extend our deepest gratitude to the governments and institutions that provided 
critical support during the COVID-19 crisis:

ROBERT AND ADELE SCHIFF
FAMILY FOUNDATION

THE ROSENTHAL 
FAMILY FOUNDATION

ELEANORA C.U. 
ALMS TRUST

JOHN A SCHROTH FAMILY 
CHARITABLE TRUST

THE HAROLD & MIMI STEINBERG 
CHARITABLE TRUST

DUNAGAN 
FOUNDATION

MAXWELL C. WEAVER
FOUNDATION

WOHLGEMUTH
HERSCHEDE FOUNDATION

AMERICANA ARTS
FOUNDATION

WILLIAM P. ANDERSON
FOUNDATION

CORD
FOUNDATION

ELISE EATON ALLEN FUND OF THE GREATER
CINCINNATI FOUNDATION RIDGEWAY FOUNDATION CHARLES SCOTT RILEY III

FOUNDATION
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Concessions 0.2% 

Contributions and Sponsorships 35.8%

Endowment 2.5%

COVID Relief Funds  6.7%

Concessions 3.9%

Quasi-Endowment/Reserves 13.6%

Education/Outreach 3.5%

Artistic and Production 44.6% 

Administrative 34.7%

Building and Grounds 2.3%

Marketing 8.0% 

Fundraising 4.0%

FINANCIAL REPORT
2022-23 Season

Education/Outreach 2.4%

Ticket Sales 32.8%

REVENUE
(unaudited):

$11,488,118

EXPENSES
(unaudited):

$11,488,118

Government 2.0%
32.8%

2.4%

35.8%

3.9%
2.5%

13.6%
6.7%

2.0%

44.6%

34.7%

3.5%

8.0%
4.0%

0.2%

2.3%



Box Office: 513-421-3888
Administrative Offices: 513-345-2242

Address: 962 Mt. Adams Circle, Cincinnati, Ohio 45202

Visit CINCYPLAY.COM

Front cover: Vanessa Severo in Frida...A Self 
Portrait, Alexa Racioppi with Matthew Ranaudo 
in A Chorus Line and William DeMeritt in Shane. 
Photos by Mikki Schaffner.


